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TOP NEWS 


HOUSE OKS 
NSA SPYING 
PROGRAM 


After flurry of 
confusing tweets 
from President 
Trump, measure 
goes to Senate. A5 


Attackers raze 
church in China 


Paramilitary 
forces used dyna- 
mite to destroy 
holy building. A2 


Multipurpose 
tower planned 
A17-story build- 
ing in Edina would 
have apartments, 
arts center. D1 


Mexican states 
called risky 
U.S. issues “do not 
travel” advisories 
in some areas. A2 


8 still missing 
in mudslides 
Hope fades for 
survivors after 17 
die in coastal Cali- 
fornia town. A4 


LOCAL NEWS 


$1.4B needed 
for broadband 
Millions have been 
spent to improve 
access, but more is 
needed. B1 


Judge rejects 
wild rice plan 
State rule to pro- 
tect crop opposed 
by industry, envi- 
ronmentalists. B1 


SPORTS 


Wiggins adds 
to his game 
Sharp-shooting 
Wolves star works 
on broadening 
other skills. C3 


Dubnyk braced 
for pressure 
Wild goalie knows 
he’s pivotal for 
playoff push. C3 


BUSINESS 


Sams Club 
stores close 
After hailing GOP 
tax bill, company 
abruptly shutters 
63 outlets. D1 


VARIETY 


Again, Streep 
a tour de force 
“The Post” tells 
dramatic, relevant 
true story of free 
press clash. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 


For those pin- 

ing for Nye’s,a 
revamped version 
of the classic Min- 
neapolis bar is 
opening Friday. E1 


4° 2 -10° 


Double shot of numb; 
this is the first wave. B6 


Starlribune 


Trump derides African nations 


President balked at giving protection to “these people from shithole countries.” 


By JOSH DAWSEY *Ħ Washington Post 


WASHINGTON - President 
Donald Trump grew frustrated 
with lawmakers Thursday 
in the Oval Office when they 
floated restoring protections 
for immigrants from Haiti, El 
Salvador and African countries 
as part of a bipartisan immigra- 
tion deal, according to several 


people briefed on the meeting. 

When the discussion turned 
to African nations, Trump 
asked why he would want “all 
these people from shithole 
countries,” the New York Times 
reported. He added that the U.S. 
should admit more people from 
places like Norway. 

The president, according 
to a White House official, also 


suggested he would be open to 


more immigrants from Asian 


countries because they help 
the United States economically. 

In addition, the president 
singled out Haiti, telling law- 


makers that immigrants from 
that country must be left out of 


any deal, these people said. 
“Why do we need more Hai- 


tians?” Trump said, according 


to people familiar with the 

meeting. “Take them out.” 
The comments left lawmak- 
ers taken aback, people familiar 
with their reactions said. Sens. 
Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., and 
Richard Durbin, D-Ill., had pro- 
posed cutting the visa lottery 
program by 50 percent and then 
prioritizing countries already 
See TRUMP on A5> 


TOM BRENNER e New York Times 
President Donald Trump 
touched off political outrage. 


JEFF WHEELER (above) LEILA NAVIDI (below) « Star Tribune 


OK, let’s try denial 


Anew blast of cold and snow Thursday didn’t 


deter mail carrier Mel Peterson, above, from 


donning shorts on his route in Minneapolis. 


“I’m comfortable as long as I keep moving,” 
he said. Meanwhile, Billy the chihuahua mix, 
left, was bundled up by owner Paul Lindgren 


in St. Paul. More cold is on the way. Story, B2. 


Downtown bracing for NFL parking crunch 


Organizers counting on 
many visitors to use Metro 
Transit, ride shares. 


By LIBORJANY 
libor.jany@startribune.com 


It seems pretty obvious once 
you do the math. Minneapolis 
officials estimate the down- 
town area has 375,000 vehicle 


trips on an average weekday 
when the Super Bowl isn’t in 
town. Add to that number the 
1 million-plus visits expected 
at NFL-themed events around 
town in the 10 days leading up 
to the game, and parking may 
become something of an issue. 

But local officials say there’s 
noneed for worry. Many people, 
they figure, will rely on public 
transportation or use a ride- 


sharing app like Uber and Lyft. 

And with thousands of 
car spaces downtown, there 
should be enough parking to 
go around, officials say. 

Still, any time you crowd that 
many people into a cramped 
urban area, some motorists 
are likely to get squeezed out, 
said Steve Cramer, president 
and CEO of the Minneapolis 
Downtown Council. 


“I think parking is going to be 
a premium during that 10-day 
period,” Cramer said. 

The city said this week that 
the NFL will take over eight 
city-owned ramps on Super 
Bowl Sunday. Contract park- 
ers will not be allowed. 

Adding to the parking pinch, 
Hennepin County, which oper- 
ates the 350-space government 

See PARKING on A6> 


Medicaid work requirements OK’d 


Trump administration lets 
states impose new rules. 


By ROBERT PEAR» New York Times 


WASHINGTON - The Trump 
administration said Thursday 
that it would allow states to 
impose work requirements in 
Medicaid, a major policy shift 
in the health program for low- 
income people. 

Federal officials said they 
would support state efforts to 
require able-bodied adults to 
engage in work or other “com- 
munity engagement activi- 
ties” as a condition of eligi- 
bility for Medicaid. 


“Our fundamental goal is to 
make a positive and lasting dif- 
ference in the health and well- 
ness of our beneficiaries, and 
today’s announcementis a step 
in that direction,” said Seema 
Verma, the administrator of the 
federal Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services. 

Verma said the Trump 
administration was respond- 
ing to requests from Medicaid 
officials in 10 states that wanted 
to run demonstration projects 
testing requirements for work 
or other types of community 
engagement like training, edu- 
cation, job search, volunteer 
activities and caregiving. 


The proposals, she said, 
came from Arizona, Arkansas, 
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Maine, New Hampshire, North 
Carolina, Utah and Wisconsin. 

Federal Medicaid officials 
said that work requirements 
should be compared to work 
requirements in other pro- 
grams like food stamps, now 
known as the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Pro- 
gram, and the welfare pro- 
gram known as Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families. 

In a speech to state Med- 
icaid officials in November, 
Verma indicated that the 

See MEDICAID on A5> 


MEDICAID WORKERS 
Nearly 8 in 10 nonelderly 
adults with Medicaid 
coverage live in working 
families and most of them 
are employed. 


Work status of non-SSI, 
nonelderly adult Medicaid 
enrollees, 2016 


None 


21% 


% 
Part S 


time 


18% 


Full 
time 


Family work Own work 
status status 


NOTE: Totals may not add 
to 100 due to rounding 


Flu bug 
is fierce 
this year 


Officials urge vaccinations 
to fight dangerous strain. 


By JEREMY OLSON 
jeremy.olson@startribune.com 


State health officials 
reported a sharp increase in 
hospitalizations related to 
influenza last week, along with 
the first pediatric death, sug- 
gesting that Minnesotaisin for 
a difficult flu season. 

An alert from the Minne- 
sota Department of Health on 
Thursday urged people to seek 
vaccination before the annual 
flu season reaches it traditional 
peak — usually in January 
or February. The circulating 
strain, known as H3N2 influ- 
enza, has been associated in 
past years with elevated rates 
of hospitalizations and deaths 
in the elderly and children. 

“We still have a lot of flu sea- 
son left,” said Kris Ehresmann, 
the Health Department’s infec- 
tious disease director. 

The seasonal germ factory 
of holiday gatherings helped 
produce a spike in hospital- 
izations that is typical in the 
first week of each new year. 
In its first report for 2018, the 
state said 1,765 people have 

See FLU on A6 > 


4,138 Flu hospitalizations 
in 2014-15, a recent high. 


1,540 Flu hospitalizations 
in 2013-14, a recent low. 


1,765 Flu hospitalizations 
so far this season. 


Clergy abuse 
victims get an 
ombudsman 


By CHAO XIONG 
chao.xiong@startribune.com 


A prominent former Hen- 
nepin County attorney has 
volunteered to serve as an 
independent ombudsman 
in the ongoing reform of the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis in the wake of 
the clergy sex abuse scandal. 

Tom Johnson said Thursday 
he intends to encourage citi- 
zens to report alleged abuse to 
the police when appropriate, 
and would only share their 
complaints with law enforce- 
ment, the church or legal 
authorities if given permission. 

“I have friends who have 
been the victims of clerical 
abuse, and know the pain that 
they’ve endured for years,” 
Johnson said. “And tothe extent 
that there are others out there 
living in pain and would like to 
tell their stories, ifcoming tome 
frees them to do that, it’s some- 
thing that I would like to do.” 

See ARCHDIOCESE on A6> 
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